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which had been reported from the Com- . WHEELER. O during the
mitiee on Immsw’ e Commerce, without veuoﬂ of the emergency and for 6
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ms';ed;c_’ treducsd. House bill €263 came to the | they have shown every indicatior i
012 pefore.| Senate aud was referred to the Com- | tention to cooperate with the CGovern-
eiphia, Pa, | mittee on Interstate Commerce. The | ment in every way in our national de-
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mously. Government. 7They have shewn and
i wos pending before the | have stated that they -were &
.Kleg"u 2 and tele~ | Willing tp do a..._yt.hz*‘_’g t
en .1 copor- regussted, and that they had no objec-
g estaq | tion o what was proposed, hecause tuev
: aiveady realized that 6 might be recessary for
sced the | the Governmeni, under eroergency con-
nuer m ditions, to take over the <¢ 1 of ihe
ccmpanies duving the pericd of emer-
gency.
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Mir. WHEELER. I do not agree with

the Sanafor that the Government could
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over, but my understanding is there is
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ve there ig
part of anyone to

ident, I am not

speaking intentions. Of course, in-
tentions me changed,

Mr., WE I do not think the
CGovernment bould take such action.

Mr. TAYT. Under the onrovisions of
the bill it seems cln:u to me that the
Government mi dee over
graph companies, and may take over the
telephone company at any time while the

Cwar lasts.
Mr. WH
vision in ithe

But there is ne pro-
nat the Government

takﬂ aw irom the
mmemmg which be-
Over to some: od‘er
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longs to it, and
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iy, TAFT,
Gov *rmﬂem,'fo* instance, were to take
over the telegraph companies it would
take them heth?  The Government
would want a unified system, so the Gov-
ernment would unify all facilities, and
would disposs, as it is authorized to do,
of all duplicate stations, and when the
time came to hand back the properties
to the tolcgranh corapanies it would bhe
practically impossible to separate them?
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war is over, in wihich o threat of war may
ke said to exist, and that some future
administretion may feel that it is im-
portant, in ecase of a threat of war, to

ELER.
have such a provicion

ference to radio as leng
en on the statute books.

take over cables ¢» some vortion of the
wire services of the United States,
Mr. President,” the amendment pro-

posed by the Eenator from Ohio [Mr.
_lArT] would sericusly weaken this im-
portant bill, The Defense uommu’nca—
tions Board, the Aviny, and the MNavy
all strongly urged that the mesddcnb oe
given the same power to use or conirol
wire facilities that he now has with re-
spect to radio. It was peointed oub that
communications are the nerve center o
the fighting forces and that it is neces—
saryin time OL War tnau ihe Pre
swiftly and eff
possible commus tion. The House of
Representatives has rvecegnized this need
and hag unanimously approved the pro-
posed hill. At the hearing before the
Senate Commiites on ersiate Com-
merce testimoeny by Chalnran Fiy and vy
Army and Navy officials likewise unani-
moeusly urged the speedy enzciment of
the bill,

310, ')(:u 005 ex 0 Cases o*° nwc sion or
m bonnecuo“ with & movement of mili-
tary forces. Of course, it would be ab
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this power.
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Mr., TAFT. I have no cbjection to
taking over any cable line or any line of
communications running from this coun-
{ry to ancther coun.;rv I do not under-

stand that the hill includes any stch
DOWer.
Mr, W ‘F';JLvm Ch, yes. :
My, TAF My 1mpAe mn is tha

further legislation.
My, WHEELER.

C'A‘nc Co. has an ins
ana All- “11"}.611(.2.1’1 (*Oozuo &
$30,200,G00,
tha

28,000,000
R'Ldio an i*xves».mont of over §
In the caze of texepnone c\;mmme
$10,039,0600 lis
maost utteriy 1mpo.,hb», uO act even in & .
Imited area. For e}.ah,nle tl e valuation
of the 1 New E

&.nd that o_ the l\'ew Y ‘I'x\ T
almost  $860,000,006. On I
coast, which has already been Geclared s
theater of operations, we find t"*zt tha
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. hasan
investment of mo
the Southern C
an investment of 019“ 000000, T
huge figures show how insignificant a cost
of $15,600, 000 is in this i‘nw
TIt daninot be overemiphas

gpropo sed Bl is a wartime meaqme, ﬂ ab
the President must be given power fc act
hnmedm*exy, and that the essential pur-
pose of the kill is vo Temove tm del 'wy
necessa uwo‘ve
the execu
dent’s powc
Iimitation, d
Senatois are v ve of the cc.} plexi-
ties and delays involved in datermining
the waluation of telephons property.
Profracted litigation i e fieid has al-
moest become legenda We need only
refer to the Chicage teiephoune rate case,
which began in 1921 and continued for
at least 13 vears, or the New York tele-

e

phone rate case, whichr Jasted to about
16 years, or the Wisconsin teicphone rate
case, which continued for abiout 10 years.

Those c¢ases are perhaps the bad ex-
ampi €8, pbut they demonstrate t'z e impos-
sibility of easily arrviving at a decision ro-
garding valustion in the \T.ne c cramuni-
cation field.

Mr. TAFT, Mr. President, will the
Senator yicid? -

My, WHERLEE Iyield.

Mr. TAFT, R ; amendment does not

s authority to ac;.
-1.“t he must obtai
pozopuat'on from Congress to pay
mr whai he is taking before he t..kes it,
except in case of invasion. which, of
course, may be an eme rant
I think that if the Pre
take gver the Coms al Pacific Cable
Co. he ought to come to Congress zmd
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tion of just compensation and the appro-
priation therefor.

Ry, WHESLER. That is correct.

My, TAFT. I sce no reason why the
President should net come to Congress
for an appropriation if he intends to

spend 5185.000,000 in taking over a tele-
vhone company in California.

Mr. RLED. Mr. President, will the
Senator vield? '

Mr. WHEERLER, I yield.
My, REZD. I ask the Senator from
Chio if he is really in earnest in making
{he supgesrion that if {he President finds
it necessary in wartime to take over a
railroad, = telephone line, or a radio
facility, i must wail until the value is
deley od by the courts and then wait
until e can obtain an appropriation
from Congress? Surely the Senator frem

Chio does not mean that

Mr, TAPT., Ididnot provose any such
thing., However, I said that if the Presi-
dent wants to toke over a company which
is lilzely to cost so much he ought to have
an appreoriation for that amount. After
all, Congress determines the policy of
taking over such property. If subse-
guently it is determined that the cost is
greater than was anticipated he can then
ohtain a suppicmental appropriation. I
am certainly i earnest in making that
proposal.

Mr. REED. Surely the Senator from
Ohio cannot be in earnest. If there is
wergency requiring the Geﬂv\,rnment
to take over anything, surely the t
over oughif not to ke deferred until the
-damaze | heen defermined and Con-
yolt op;zaneu money.

. say it snould be.

Mr. WEEELER, I rnust disagree with
the Senator from Chio. If we ave to take
over a telephone company in an emer-
gency, ever"bocy who has had anything
to do with rate and valuation cases, as
the Senator from Xansas has had, knows
the length of time ths iitization would
require. The parties would fight intermi-
nably over the value of the property. I
say that we must give the President such
authority whether we like it or not.
When we are in war we must do many
things which we do not like to do. We
must give the President the power to take
over such facilities, leaving for later de-
termination the question of value. If
the value of the property, or the use of
the property during a given period of time,
cannot be agreed upon, the question must
%0 to the courts or to the Cong;res; for
dete:mmauon If we do it in any other

'ay, it ceems to me we shal‘ very defi-
nitely hinder the President’s powers in
aking over such facilities in time of
emergency.

Mr. TAFT., Mr.
Senztor yvield?
Mr. WHERLER, 1 yield.

-~ Mr, TAFT. Of course, when we ap-
propriate for tanks and guns we do not
know that the appropriation will be the
exact amcunt required. We do not know
what the tarks and guns will actually
cost. Later we may have to appropriate
more meney for tanks and guns; but we
can get 2 :cqsouablc cst timate of the cost,
and we can avprep a sum which is
presumaily  suffict to accomnlish
whatever properiy szizure the President

President, will the
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'.!."is'nos to undertake. I r¢ Ii/c that in
case of invasion we mxgm nave to do
e.n,/tnmg My amendment e}.cepts cases
of invasion and militaiy movement of
troops.

Mr. WHEELER. Mr, President, I think
the oficials and employees of the tele-
phone company are as patriotic as any-
one clse in. the United States.

Mr. TAFT, Lei mesay that I

have not

Jheard a word from the felephone ot tele-

graph commpanies, Y have not heard any
complaint from anybody. I mercly say
that I think it is vitally necessary that
we maingain our systen: of private nrop-
erty as close to what it was as we possibly
can,

We should not grant powers unless
they are really {0 be used or are actually
needed for carrying on the war.

My interest is not at all a private in-
terest in any telephone company. It is
a matter of principie. I do not think
the United States Government should
seize property uniess it ber'omes abso-~

 lutely essential to do so; and I do not

think the President should be given power
to seize any substantial amount of prop-
erty unless Congress passes on the ques-
tion whether the Goveinment should
taks over the prop2rty, except in cases
of real emergency.

Mr. WHEELZER. I am sure the Sena-
tor has not heard from any of ihe tele-
phone companies. If he thousht I so
implied, he is mistaken, for I know that
1o {2iephone company has objscted to the
rronozad legisiation in its present form.
Representatives of the felephone com-
panies have talked with me, as the chair-
man of the comraiftze, and withr other
embers of the commities, and they have
expressly said that while they would pre-
fer to have no lzgislation at all enacted
uwon the subject, yet they recognize the
fact that in time of war it may be neces-
sary to do so; and they are perfectly

satisfied with the bill as it is, with the
report which we made on the Hill, em-
vodying the statements maqu by Mr. Fly.
So I know perfectly well {hat the Senator

-~

has not heard from any o;. hie telephone
companies.
Mr. TAFT., Mr. President, will the

Senator yield for a moment?

Mr. WHEELER. Ves; I yield.

Mr, TAFT. Is it not probably true
that the telephone companies would like
1o have the Government take over their
plants and do for them what the Govern-
ment did for the railroads during the
Woz')d Wazr?

Mr. WHEELER. I think ithe owners
of the Postal Tdeg,xaph & Cable Co. un-
deubtedly would be delighted to have the

Government take over thelir property and’

pay them what they think it is worth.
All of us know that the cwners of a
company never wani the Government to
take over their property unless it is losing
money. Some time ago, when I st
came to the Ssnate, a measure was intro-
duced for the puipose of taking over a
canal across Cape Cod. The owners of
the canel never wansed the Government
tc take it over until ihey were losing
money, but when they were losing money
they wanted the Government to take it
over. . The owners of any property are
never in favor of Government cwnership
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tiie amoint involved is in excess of | panies or corporati ‘ns of the privi‘xr-"fe of t ywhone s
$10,009,600. Suppoze the Government 3 into court to ¢ ¢ whiether come Gov
hem over for $9,500,080; it would redd reasonabie .npeusation of a relativel
to come ’(o Congress.  Bub if W LER. I do nob think there | Istion.
the were in excess of doubt about; that at all. Thoy PMr. WH me say o ihe

$10,000,000, i \*.Pﬂld have to come. Then
tho tclophous comps could (,0‘2‘;(-} in
and say, “You have got to appropriate
$10.000,600 or 20,000,660 or $30,600,000.”
Suppose we pzu\udud the $30,000,000;
they could come back in 2 years or 5
vears, when the war was over, or, per-
havs, 5 years later, and do exuctly the
saine as r.ho railroads did, and say, “You
Fus enough.,”  That is what
1ee to the short-
As the Senator says, they
2 ov 8 years and said, “You
v us enough money.”

If the Senator will per-
1 1240 ‘thc Senate passed the
t-line railroad bill to which I have

snior
roterred when it was sitting in the old
Supreme Couf £ rocm.

ERLER. I must say that, at
i that bill. The interested
is true that once you
nent with us, but now we

dc.ne, md we v\’z‘nt still

ti ;-9.;1 the amouat for \"
s were first seitled. If
should uo that in h’s case, there wovld
resilt an interminable confroversy with
the public dtlleLb hwh might be taken

over. We have got to srly, ;\“ seerns 10
me, that t 3 Prosident

nower to take them over, and mcr. "tuex-
ward, wh a ever the amount may be, we
have got to _r sure it out and say, “Herve
ig the an o wnt that is owing to you,” and
have it fived by the court or by some
(‘0mml°leIl or by the Congress of the
Ynited Staes. . When it is done, it ouzht
to he done once and for all; and after
that settlement is inade the communica-
tions systems ought nct to ke permitie
to come back to Congress 10 or 12 years
afterward and say, “You did not give
Us encugh money, and now we want
more money.”
Wiy, WHITE,
Senator yieid?
. WFE:LVR.

Mr. President, will the

1 yield to the Sena-

the Sen-
1e is Juot
tl he law i3

quite sur

advoca np !o pu.usely vnat
with respect to compensaticon ior mhm,
over radio services. The law authorizes
the taking of radic services; then it pro-
vides that ihe FPresident may offer comi-
pensation therefor; and, if
satisfactory, the cw*\eN of ) propariy
may go into court and proceed to collnct
qamages or ,omwnw!‘ which may be
fived by judicial process.
M- Tnat is correct. I

Senator.

. WHITE, That, I take it, is pre-
c,isc ly what the Senator is "omenquf
Ay, WHETS

. SLER. That is correct; it is
euc Ay 50,
Mr. ¥
be pr unewy “ﬁoc
Izwyers stich a
and the Senator
‘not think the
States could

‘oYn A\aiol”w.- 2, 1t |
> Congress of bc United
deprive any of these corn-

“what?

Ch and cla lm‘.:l“f that there |

it is not

could go into court, because, under our

Constitudion, proverfy ca nnot be taken
oy the Gove: e without due process
of law. They have a right to go into

court, of course, and, if their properly is

talken, thdy are entitled to compoensation,

whether we write it into the bill or do not

write it into the LIl We have

it into the bill; but that hi would ex-

ist, anyway. of course, uniess we changed

our fo:m of governmend
hi HILL, My, ?1 esident, wi 1] the
2ld?

1

visld?
WIIEELER. ¥ yield to the Sena-
om Alakama

HIFY., With reference to the

question ¢f a concurrent resolution, of
course, we know that Congr cannet
repeal a statute by a concurrent resolu-
tion; but under this bill what we attempt
is o give the President powear-—t
To make a proclamation 4f there
exists a state of war or 2 threat of war,
'md if he pr m.‘umb the fact to exist, then
the bill gives him the power to take ovey

the communications services. There is
1o provision with Crence to a concur-
rent P—Qo'm‘non as I understand. What

it provides is smlply that the Presideng
may proclaim o certain fact to exist.
Ve can corez along afferward and pro-
claim ancthor fact to exist or precisim
that the fact the President nrcelaimed

as existing does not exist, and that,.of
course, would terminate L.Q power, Is
noi that tr ue°

My, WHEELER. Yes; I thank the
Senator.

Mr. President, as T have ¢
duced the bill at thb request 01’ the Dea-
bartment; there was no serious objectio
to the bill as I introduced it at that time
from the telephone or telegraph com-
paries. But when it weat to the other
House that hedy went further than the
Senate did, rewrote the , and put in

some amendmoents which they felt would
further protect
graph

the teiephone and tele-
compamcs. fveryone has heen
fed with the hill as it is
written, pay muu'av 1y in vxew 01 tne stata-
rments in the re hat the
bill will nass, f ration has
been very anxious LO uave it passed
prometly because of conditions which

exist or whichh they are afraid might
exist which would make necessary the
use he nr ovisions of the bill in

certain b%tmrs of the world.

Mr. President,

will the Se
MY, [
A, V
last sutemcnt n
tion that some ox‘. the qucy
have buen asi:ed v

10115 w:“.cn
en asked in the
I have not
whatsver ¢ companies,
a greab deal of mtex est in the
quality of telephone service shis coun‘gry
has. I can get the wrong number
enough under private management; I
should hate to na\: to tackle it under
public management, 1 do not want to
wake up and discover that the great tele-

'wy mtﬂv t
but I have

s often .

utc to gee

radio L“nen ove
e Uniter
one of the
flmlv nappsy 3
¢ in this couru 3
£ as it 15 in ¢
sia, and as it )s in
Sngland, b‘cuu' @ ever
nizes that while :‘
(mvcr 1mw u—-C‘

cf the md.u mo acas zng
numerous cceasicns; hul ey
relative, and, with a¥ dus respe
Wwhieil we compare
service that is given'i
the service is beum over by
radio were gwned by the Go
course we should nav
seying who could speal
and the Governmeat
u'me "vim nn‘r

‘rV some b
ly “:'X\,u u

Eut \N haw it
hooks, ard we ha
s.n:i hnﬂ has 1

dnv am.m % 1o e
threat of war
one of the

or to o
10t have b

;L 0¥t

"p

Senator yield for
Mr, W
BIr, T

however,

ficor after €
it would ¥

P ld.LLu
F ILL.
said, so far as
doe not c'vx NGe

'xS tho Se’-:ﬂ.a'
this Db
-1' 2Ry W

.Ml R \V.T. FAOH

By, HILL, Thac provi
the Gov ‘nmem 0
has bes ;IO
far as taz«.mff o\m‘ & e
concerned, we took them
Wo % ar, a,-. WOpa

the pﬁv
not?
My, WHERLER.,
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Mr, HILL., And the Senator knows
that if we have to take them over during
this war, we will furn them back.

Mr., WHEELER, There is n any
danger of the Government taking themw

- over and keeping them unless the com-~
plexion of the Congress of the Unifed
States completely changes, any more than
there was danger ¢f the Governmentg
taking over the railvonds and keeping

< them after the war was over.
AIr. HILL. Mr, President,

Senator furtlier yield?

AMr, WHEELER. I yield.

My, FILY,, If the complexion of Con-
gress should change so much that we
would kcep the telephone lines if we

will the

took them over, it would mean that even
if we did not take them over now we

would go ahead and take them over if
Congress were to chan ¢ to that extent,

Mr. WHEELER. That is true.
Mr, HILL, It is not necessary to have

war power to take them over.
WIHEELER. Not only that, but
’che b'l‘ provides that within 6 monihs’
time afuver the end of the war they must
be turned back to their owners.
Ir. HILL, The %ill cutomatically re-
tuins then.
WIHREELER. That is correct,

Mr, VA I\IDLN"“’RG. M:. President, if
the Senator is to rely on the ormlc.\.
of the Con ress I will concede that he
‘has some*hmg because if there is any
“changs in the complexion of Congress I

hink the complexion will change in 2
totally different direction.

Mr. HILL. Is that a ouestion of opin-

ion or of prayerful hope?

Mr, WHEZLER. Or a statement of
fact?

Mr. TAPT. Mr. President, I offer the
amendment, which I send to the desk and
ask to have stated.

The PRESIDING. O#FFICER (Mr. FL-
LENDER in the chair). The amendment
offered by the Zenator from Chio will
e stated. :

The Legistative CLErk, On »nage 2,
“line 14, it is proposed to inmsert the fol--
lowing: .

Provided, however, That except in case of
invasion, or in connection with the move-
ment of military or naval forces, no such
autherization 11 be given for the use and
conirol of facilities or stations for domestic
wire communication costing more then §16,-
000,000 without pricr am)m,,;.«t'on for such
purpose by the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
qusstion is on agreeing to the amend-
ment offered by the Senator from Ohio.
TAFE, Mr, Fresident, this amend-
ment is prihted and on t"bc desks of Sena-
tors, with two changes which I nmaa An
view of the Senzater’s suggeszti
may be necessary {o take over th c cable
compunies of the Pacific. It reads as
foliows: ' '

Provided, however,
nvesion

n,

That except in case of
or in connection with the move-
1t of military or naval forces, no such
rization shall bz given for the use and
control of facilities or stetions for domestic
wire communication—

Instead of the word “property’’—
ccsting more than $10,000,000 without prior
priation for such purpose by the Con-

-plications involved in that act

I

TOORT

Nr. President, I am interested only &
tte general pohcy of wheiher the GOv-
ernment shall take over the teleshone
and telegraph companises. i is admitted
by the Senator Montana

from KU
WHEELER] and by the Senator {rom Ean-
sas [Mr, Reepl that the bill authoriz LS
the Government tomorrow, if it w
to do so, to taxe over all the tele
companies in the United States an
the telegraph companies in the Un
States.  There iz no doubt ahout
lanpuage, and I think they admit that
that is its effiect. YIdo not care how much
emergency stufl is taken over, It makes
no difierence to me whether the Govern-
ment takes over a station here or some-
where else where some military question
is involved; but it seeans fo me that under
the hill, merely because we want to give
power for that purpose, we do not have to
give the President power to take over the
entire telephone and telegraph systems
of the United States without Turther ac-
ticn by Congress. I do not care wheiheyr
that action is by way of another authori-
zation or by way of an appropriation. It
seems to me easiest and qiickest to say
that the Government shall noi he able
to take over these
propriation by Cong
case of small companies.

In the first place, the action author-

gress

except in the

ized would involve the companies and
the United Statez in tremendous cost.

T:‘ king over the railroade cozi the taz-

payers hundreds of mitlions of dollars in
he World Wa in the sécond place, X
do not feel that the Government ought
te teke over the telegraph angd telephone
companies unless we debate the guestion

ar.

as to whether they should-be taken over
when we are actually considering that

question, and unless we decide that they
should be taken over. It iz a legislabive
question. So far as it is o nuilitary ques-
tion, I nave excepted it from my amend-
ment. In case of invasion, or in case of
the movement of troons, the Government

‘may take over the ue‘egzaph and tele-

phone companies. I have not any doubt
aboui the President’s power as Com-
mander in Chief, if you please, in the case
of any military act'o._, o take over these
systems without any further authority
from Congress; but it seems to me it
ought to he possible to imposs some limi-
tation thaf will say that Congress shall

- decide whether we want o take over the

telephione and teley

It is said thatt
is only t"mpmaz/ bu1L Iv
ticn, ¥Mr. President, if the
panies are evel tak
ernmment, whether they ever will be re-
turned to private ow in. True, the
railrcads were returned th wrivate owner-
ship atter the World War, Lult there was
considerable discussion of tize matter at
the time; and if they are once again
taken over, with all the tremendous com-
ion today,
and the tremendous nwmker of raiircads
now in bankruptcy, I question whether
they would be actually returned to private
cwnership. It seems to me we cught not
td change, because of the war, the basic
elements of the American systei: withoud
express consideration of the change ‘Qy

2 UE 18 Over
t e to gues-

[ e W TS ‘I S

- GOVL ‘nment L'O"lLluA

systems without ap--

oior or: the #
TOTOrY oW

today who $
rovernment ocught i
phone and tclegre
is not a Senator wi
cumstances under W
may he taken ovey;
is granied to the u.xccu{.a
the President, beeause he ¢

is nower

cepariy
11."105 T*"

wire connection, ¢r b=cau
complains of somevhing

have done, may sign 2 s
will commit the Un
dreds of mil
billions of doliors of ¢
coinmit the United States
manently, to & Governm
graph and telephone SL

mz‘k the same opnos ‘L
oad statute and as to i
O' course, the radi 35 1‘

7 as to we; Lut
Why domestic wire comy
be seized by the Gov
circumstances thet I can LA:
There is not the ¢
geiting 100 percent ¢

commanies. They h
know, refused one i}
even willing to have the

ey pro
Governm

enacted and have th
over by the .
it to our interest, and it is
of the rights of
that we s‘mdid d *C“

Eo for as conc Ms
the particuiar langus
ment which pr ovm s t!.
shizll not be taken s
priation by Cong fv*ess 11
thiaf Congress would have
the exact amount. It
that if the President sh
row that it w 25 nECess:
the Californis
instance, I ch

l

Wi
$2280,6060,000, p
$200,000,000.

an appropriation

raent dees not provid
priation shall be in any €X
shail be an appropri
purpcse of giving co
to perforny that pay
over the Calif

can pass an ap

very short time,

i
a
I

Cd utatc at Tz
¢ purpose of the De“idx
can x.d cut with the i
inciuded, requiring that Cong
shall pass on any general tal
telegraph and fek E
fore it is actually consu
My, WHE]
not wish to add anything tc v
stated already, but if the pend
ment should be inecluded i
would mean that t}
have to come 1o Congres
appropriation whenes
was necessity for act xma
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have a dispuie as + amount ¢f nioney

 nrobabiy become
ntonninable coniroversies
I de nov sec any reazon why
1ot e passed in its pres-
ment wiil

that wai te
iny ouw in

ent form, and I hope the amend
be defonigc.

tent, I call to the
1 ’m, fact that the
hc event the lines of
or wc-m one companies, or
sem, should be taken over,
should be compensaicd in
me mapner we have pro-

y '}y ihe

T DBICRe should be token over. We
od the so-calied property-scizure bill,
and went to the very communications act

1 ferred 0, and took ocut
of ihat act the provision for compensa-
tion cof owners. Subdivision (d) of sce-
tion 606 of the act provides that, when
the President has been forced to take over
any of these lines:

The President shall ascertain the just come-
pensation for such use or control and certify

the amcunt ascertained te Congress for ap-
propriation and payment to the nerson ens
t If the amount so ified is

u

e
o}
filedd thereto.
rsatisfactory te the berson entitled thercto,
such person shall be paid only 73 peresnt of
the amcunt and shall be entitled to sue the
United States to recover such further sum as
added to such payment of 753 pereent will
make such amount as will be just compensa-
tion for the use und control uLlCh suit shall
be breusht in the manner provided by para-
graph I n 24, or by section 145, of
the Judicizl Code, as amended,

Under this provision the owncer of the
plant, i a plant has to pe tgken over by
ihe Gove given his day in court.
If he does not wish to accept what the
President fixes as 2 fair and |hat price,
Lbc ownier can ge into court and have the
court adjudicate, defermine, and fix what
is a fair and a just price. That is the
provizion we put into the property-seizure
measure, and it is the provisien which the

ttee on Miiitary Affairs has put

into all bilis it has reported whenever any

question of taking over preperty is
involved.

There is no more reason why in time of
w r {he Government'should not take over

a feciephene line than that it should not

ta.:e ver an amamenn plant, or any
other 3 of property necessary to wag-
ing the wa

Mr, If the Senator will yield,
let me nat he Iﬂlbuﬂd()bu‘.’inda my
rosition. I do nof say there should not

be adeguate compensation. I say inat,
so far as the telegraph company owners
are concerned, they would like to have
their property taken over and paid for
} he Government. My peoint is that
irom the standpoint of governmental
uo"‘ oy, I do not be‘ich m t'xkin’* ovM
»l\ months fxom _now I
mzoh., bc in i‘avor of it. I do neot say
that when the apprepriation comes be-
fore us I may not he in favor of if, but I

ay that I am opposed to talfmg over the
fcln"mo“e or telegraph corapanies, or the
azhozzds, or the radio stations, at this
time; and if we are ooposcd to such
action today, it seems t0 me we might
well reserve the granting of any powers
to enable the President to carry that

action into effect until the Hme coines
whicn it shill he necessary to Go it
That is all my amendinent provides.
My amendment males the hill sn au-
therization measure, but if provides that
there must he an appropriation before
the taxpayer shall be subjected to the
tremendous cost which would be in-
volved, and that Congress shall deter-
mine the question. That would be ithe
only effect of my amcndment.

My, HILL. It is not & question at all
whether we believe in taking over the
teleginph companies, or in taking over
American industry, or in taking over any-
Lhing, in normal times of peace. We are
at war. We are confronted wile Der“aps
the greatest war, the most challenging
and terrific war this country wao ever
called upen to face, and we have to be
able to act, and to act at once, to meet
any situation which may arise. The ad-
ministration can take over an industry—
it can take over an armament plant—
without first coming to Congress for an
appropriaticn. To my mind, it is ridic-
wous and absurd to stand on this floor

and say that the Commander in Crief
cannot take over the necessary lines of
communication in a theater of opera-
tions in time of war without coming to
Congress to get some kind of an appre-
priation for that purpoese.

Mr. TA¥YL. My, Presidant,
Senator yicld?

Mr. HILL., Let me finish my state-
ment.  If it had been necessary when the
attack came on Pearl Harbor te talie cver
and to take t‘le”r
, the President could
not have done su under ilie Senaior’s

amendment without first coming to Con-
gress and getling an appropriaticn.
Who knows but that tomorrow on the
west coast, in Colifornia or in some other
State, or in some ¢ither theater of opera-
tions, I¥ may be ahsolutely necessary, for
the protection of that theater of opera-
tions, for the protection of .the lives of
our men whom we have not hesitated to
draft and to send into the front lines,
Tor the protection of our Allies, to take

will the

over some line of con nnumcauon” To
star:d on this fioor and say that Com-

muncey in Chiél wolld higve (0. \vait_and
c,Wn; 0 (,orm'rc ;, ‘5"F016 he could act,

M L\IT in zhe f.rs* place, my
amendment makes an exception in case
of invasicn. In such an instance the
Commander il Chief could take over the
teiephone comvan anyway, whether

es
we gave him power to do so or not.

dir. HILL. e cerfainiy should have
that power.
My, TAFT, I may say that I think it

is ridiculous and zbsurd for the Sznator
to stand on this fidsor and say that we
must grant to the President, in time of
war, any power he asks.

Mr., HILL, The Senstor from Ala
bama did not say that we should glant
the President any power ne asks, but the
Senator from Alabama dees say that we
should grant him any power which may
be necessary to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war.

My, TARY, My uo"t rtion is that, in
order o prosecute the present war suc-
cessfully, it is not neccssary to take over

T: zpmavw 00
[ 5 R L211v L [ g
e nes ol il
L.ncb enu LL1e 2l aulhor!
exacyly Mr, U‘ e done.
My, The Senator foom Ala-
ha na dons not say it is roelssnry, in
order to vaga this wor, L0 ale gver el

the cloguph and ielep!
Se wator from Alnhoama hos
pecome neeessary Lo take over
but ihe Senator from Alchas
t!nf' i it shouwid bhecore :
President shiould have the nowe
over thie ]mr:<.
My, TATT
apree that *w, Fre
power to do anyihl
Ice xnnot c’*ncuve of Ciy c"nm

dr, President, ¥ ‘.vhn‘lv'

nt :».'noui‘d navs

which 1% is going to be nicosss 13 to TN
cver me se ines, and ; suy ‘rhaf i Con-

gress is prepared {o 15 fo the Presi-

dent the power to do anything without
any further action by Congr

might just as well adlourn and g
It seems to me we should nof gr 2
President power to c.o things \hicu are
not necessary-—things whic 2 is &
mitted, are not CSSATY cod“y.
zeemrs to me perfocily clehr thet we
suculd imit the bill, and provide that
when it i3 necessary, wi 5

mvrmon, iox :

line', cf t‘m ‘;o ¢
panics of the
of millic . i
iars to
States, w
an apnroxr
L\u;‘. 3
very hri
Senator Flc:zz
in suppott of El".c PIODOE !
and in oppositicn to the peuding ar 1-
ment,
Mr.,
on the f
the ir
dustri
it seems to p ;
not with a theo: ; ;‘
with a necessi 1(:;11.'
by the Congress of the Unii {
Feference has hecy mac
legislation, and it has beey
powers granted by tli
substantially the same az N
glamed hy the radio Iagisiation. That
true, but there is & very wmuch brosd
basis for authority in the radio law
there is in the bil! new hefore the Sznate
The radio law gives the President a"-‘
ity to taks over the radio-¢
facilities of the cou “‘try I' 3t
or in time of threat of war
oeg, and then it proceeds to Ccty r“u
resident may fale cver thase €3
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